Penguins at the Zoo

Level E / 84 words / informational

High frequency words:
are, but, do, good, have, help, when

Before reading

e ook at the cover and read the title.

e Call attention to informational text features within
the book (bolded words, glossary).

* Possible discussion questions: “What do you know
about penguins? Have you ever seen a penguin? If so,
where?”

Look through all the pictures

e Using the language in the story, discuss each
photograph in the book. Notice details in the pictures
and use that information to better understand the text.

* Help the children find any tricky words in the text:
penguin, waddle, and webbed. Discuss meaning,
word structure, and sounds you expect to hear

in those words. Have children clap and count the
syllables.

Reading the text

* Have the children read the text independently.
While they're reading, listen to each student and
prompt them to use meaning, structure, and visual
information to monitor and self-correct reading.

e Children should be able to read without using their
finger to track words, except at point of difficulty.

FUN FACT

The Emperor Penguin is the tallest of all penguin
species, reaching almost four feet in height.
Little Blue Penguins are the smallest type of penguin,
averaging around one foot in height.

After reading

e Discuss the meaning, structure, and letter cues that
you notice students using correctly.

¢ Literal comprehension: The answers are in the
text. Ask, “Why do penguins have long beaks? Why
are penguins good swimmers? Penguins are birds,
but can they fly?” Have students read the pages that
support their answers.

e Inferential comprehension: The answers are in
your head. Ask, “Why do you think a penguin has
feathers that are black and white? Do you think a
penguin would be a good runner? Why or why not?”

Word work

* Have the students locate the high-frequency words
in the text and practice writing them.

* Find and discuss the words with the /ee/ phoneme:
steer, teeth, and feet. Using magnetic letters, make
other words with same pattern (meet, beep, need).

* Notice and discuss the plural nouns: birds, wings,
and penguins.

Rereading for fluency

¢ Have the child(ren) read the story again aloud,
listening for phrased, fluent oral reading that includes
appropriate pausing and intonation.

Writing activity

* Have each student write and complete the
following sentences: “Penguins have ______ to help
them .” Then have them draw a picture that

corresponds to what they have written.

Teaching Points: Introducing nonfiction/informational texts; Introducing new words; Finding and clapping two-syllable

words; Practicing the /ee/ phoneme; Noticing plural nouns; Rereading.

© 2018 MaryRuth Books, Inc. May be reproduced for noncommercial and educational use only.



