Lions at the Zoo

Level | / 163 words / informational

High frequency words:
around, both, every, long, only

Before reading

¢ ook at the cover and read the title. Call attention
to the informational text features within the text: bold
words, glossary, photographs.

* Possible discussion questions: “Where have you
seen a lion? What do you know about lions?”

Look through all the pictures

e Using the language in the story, discuss each
photograph in the book. Notice details in the pictures

and use that information to better understand the text.

* Help the children find any tricky words in the text:
female, lioness, signal, wherever, and whisker. Discuss
meaning, word structure, and sounds you expect to
hear in those words.

Reading the text

* Have the children read the text independently.
While they're reading, listen to and prompt each
student to use meaning, structure, and visual
information to figure out words, self-correct, or
improve expression.

* Introduce and discuss graphic organizers. A
graphic organizer provides a visual representation
of information, concepts, or ideas to help children
understand and organize what they are reading.

FUN FACT

When lions breed with tigers,
the resulting animals are known as ligers or tigons.
There are also lion and leopard hybrids known as leopons
and lion and jaguar hybrids known as jaglions.

After reading

e Discuss the meaning, structure, and letter cues that
you notice students using correctly.

e Literal comprehension: The answers are in the text.
Ask, "How is a female lion different from a male lion?
Why do lions have whiskers?” Have students read the
pages that support their answers.

¢ Inferential comprehension: The answers are in your
head. Ask, “Why do you think the lion cub stays close
to the mother lioness? Why do you think the sound of
a lion’s roar can be heard up to five miles away? What
did you learn that you didn't know before about lions?”

Word work

* Have the students locate the high-frequency words
in the text and practice writing them.

* Find and practice the words with the CVCe pattern:
male, mane, and pride.

* Point out the pronset in the word pride. Using
magnetic letters, create other words with the pr
beginning sound (prune, print, proud, pry).

Rereading for fluency

® Have the child(ren) read the story again aloud,
listening for phrased, fluent oral reading that includes
appropriate pausing, intonation, and word stress.

Writing activity

* Have each student create a web diagram graphic
organizer for lions. A web diagram is often used to list
ideas, facts, characteristics and/or traits related to a
single topic. Have them read their web diagrams to
each other.

Teaching Points: Introducing nonfiction/informational texts; Introducing new words; Practicing words with the CVCe

pattern; Practicing the pr onset; Rereading; Introducing the web diagram graphic organizer.
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