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Grandma Ruth’s Garden
Level C / 33 words / fiction

High frequency words:
eat, go, I, see, she, the, to, we

Before reading
•	Look	at	the	cover	and	read	the	title.

•	Possible	discussion	questions:	“What	is	on	the	cover	
of	the	book?	Whose	hand	is	in	the	picture?	Can	you	
find	Danny	in	the	picture?”

Look through all the pictures
•	Using	the	language	in	the	story,	discuss	each	
photograph	in	the	book.	

•	Help	students	find	the	high-frequency	pronouns:		
I, she,	and	we.

•	Help	students	find	the	action	words	(verbs)	picks	
and pulls.	Discuss	the	actions	that	go	with	these	words.

•	Find	and	clap	the	multisyllabic	words:	tomatoes,	
garden,	lettuce,	and	carrot.	

Reading the text 
•	Have	the	children	read	the	text	independently.	
Encourage	them	to	read	it	again	if	they	finish	before	
the	others	in	the	group.

•	While	they’re	reading,	listen	to	each	student	
individually	and	prompt	them	to	use	meaning,	
structure,	and	letter	cues	at	difficulty.	Praise	the	
successful	use	of	reading	cues.

•	Make	sure	the	children	can	match	(with	their	finger)	
or	track	(with	their	eyes)	each	word	of	the	text.

After reading 
•	Discuss	the	meaning,	structure,	and	letter	cues	that	
you	noticed	students	using	correctly	at	difficulty.

•	Literal comprehension: The	answers	are	in	the	text.	
Ask,	“What	does	Grandma	Ruth	do	to	the	tomato?	
What	does	Danny	do	with	the	carrot?”	Have	students	
read	the	pages	that	support	their	answers.

•	 Inferential comprehension: The	answers	are	in	
your	head.	Ask,	“What	do	you	think	would	happen	if	
Danny	picked	the	tomatoes?	Which	vegetable	do	you	
think	would	be	Danny’s	favorite?”

Word work
•	Have	the	students	locate	the	high-frequency	words	
in	the	text	and	practice	writing	them.

•	Have	the	students	think	about	fruits	and	veget-
ables	that	are	either	picked	or	pulled.	Strawberries,	
blueberries,	and	apples	are	picked.	Onions,	carrots,	
and	radishes	are	pulled	from	the	ground.

Rereading	for	fluency
•	Have	the	children	read	the	story	again,	either	
independently	or	with	a	partner.

•	Use	this	opportunity	to	listen	to	each	child	and	
again	prompt	for	strategy	use	at	difficulty.

Writing	activity
•	Write	the	words	pick	and	pull	on	the	board.	
Using	one	of	these	words,	have	the	students	write	a	
sentence	about	gathering	fruits	and	vegetables.	Then	
have	them	draw	a	picture	that	corresponds	to	what	
they	have	written.

Teaching Points: Introducing new words; Cross-checking difficult words with pictures and story meaning; Rereading; 
Finding and clapping multisyllabic words; Introducing action words (verbs); Introducing pronouns.

FUN FACT

Today, 60% of American grandparents work.  
70% care for grandchildren on a regular basis,  

43% exercise, and 28% do volunteer work.


