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Camping Out
Level J / 726 words / fiction

High frequency words:
again, around, before, best, better, far, first, 

much, must, once, please, upon

Before reading
•	Look	at	the	cover	and	read	the	title.

•	Possible	discussion	questions:	“Have	you	ever	
been	camping?	What	do	you	think	will	happen	in	this	
story?”

Look through all the pictures
•	Using	the	language	in	the	story,	discuss	each	
photograph	in	the	book.	Notice	details	in	the	pictures	
and	use	that	information	to	better	understand	the	text.

•	Help	the	children	find	any	tricky	words	in	the	text:	
binoculars, delicious, marshmallows, and	exclaimed. 
Discuss	meaning,	word	structure,	and	sounds	you	
expect	to	hear	in	those	words. Notice	that	Beartown, 
overlooking, backpack, campfire, campground, and 
campsite	are	compound	words.

Reading the text 
•	Have	the	children	read	the	text	independently.	
While	they’re	reading,	listen	to	and	prompt	each	
student	to	use	meaning,	structure,	and	visual	
information	to	figure	out	words,	self-correct,	or	
improve	expression.

•	 Identify	and	discuss	the	basic	story	elements	in	the	
text:	characters,	setting,	problem,	and	solution.

After reading 
•	Discuss	the	meaning,	structure,	and	letter	cues	that	
you	notice	students	using	correctly.

•	Literal comprehension: The	answers	are	in	the	text.	
Ask,	“What	was	the	setting	of	this	story?	What	was	an	
important	event	that	occurred?”	Have	students	read	
the	pages	that	support	their	answers.

•	 Inferential comprehension: The	answers	are	in	
your	head.	Ask,	“Would	you	like	to	go	camping	with	
Danny	and	Dad?	Why	or	why	not?	Do	you	think	Danny	
felt	brave	or	afraid	when	he	heard	the	noise?	Why?	Is	
there	anything	you	would	change	about	this	story?”

Word work
•	Have	the	students	locate	the	high-frequency	words	
in	the	text	and	practice	writing	them.

•	 Find	and	discuss	the	words	with	the	-ing	suffix:	
pointing, roasting, sharing, sleeping, watching, and	hiking. 

•	Find	and	discuss	the	words	with	the	-ed	suffix:	
wondered, sounded, started, suggested, stuffed, 
wanted, looked, and	gobbled. 

Rereading	for	fluency
•	Have	the	child(ren)	read	the	story	again	aloud,	
listening	for	phrased,	fluent	oral	reading	that	includes	
appropriate	pausing,	intonation,	and	word	stress.

Writing	activity
•	Print	out	the	attached	pictures	from	the	text.	Have	
each	student	use	them	to	create	a	photo	album	of	
Danny	and	Dad’s	camping	trip,	placing	the	photos	in	
sequential	order	to	match	the	story.	Have	them	write	
a	caption	for	each	picture,	adding	their	own	ending	
to	the	story.	Encourage	the	students	to	share	their	
albums	with	each	other.

Teaching Points: Introducing new words; Noticing compound words; Identifying and understanding basic story elements 
in a text; Practicing words with the -ing suffix; Practicing the -ed suffix; Rereading; Sequencing.

FUN FACT
When camping, crickets can help you figure out the 

temperature. Count the number of chirps you hear in 
fourteen seconds. To determine the temperature in 

degrees Fahrenheit, add 40 to that number.



Camping Out, 
a Sequence of Events

by 

Here’s what happened next:










