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Here comes the tallest animal at the zoo.

It is the giraffe.

Giraffes have very long legs.

The giraffe has to bend its front legs

to eat grass on the ground.

Giraffes have very long necks.

They can reach leaves at the top of trees.

Giraffes have very long tongues, too.

The giraffe wraps its long tongue 

around the leaves at the top of trees.

The giraffe has a very long tail.

It can be 8 feet long!

Giraffes swat flies with their long tails.

Here is a baby giraffe and its mother at the zoo.

A baby giraffe can be 6 feet tall when it is born.
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This is the biggest cat at the zoo.

It is the tiger.

Look at the tiger’s stripes.

No two tigers have the same stripe pattern.

Tigers have very big paws.

Their paws are padded so they are very quiet

when they hunt for food.

Tigers like to be in the water.

This tiger is relaxing in the water at the zoo.

Tigers are very good swimmers.

The eyes of a tiger are very bright.

Tigers can see six times better than people at night.

Tigers can also see in color.

This tiger is taking a “catnap.”

Tigers sleep up to 20 hours a day.
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There are many bears to see at the zoo. 

This is a brown bear.

Brown bears are very big. 

They can weigh over 700 pounds.

Brown bears are very fast. 

They can run up to 35 miles an hour.

This bear has fur with grayish tips. 

It is called a grizzly bear.

Grizzly bears are brown bears.

Not all brown bears are grizzly bears.

Brown bears are omnivores.

They eat both plants and meat.

The front claws of a brown bear are very long and sharp.

They use their claws for digging and to catch food.

Brown bears have a good sense of balance.
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Here is an African elephant at the zoo.

The African elephant has big, floppy ears.

The African elephant is the biggest animal that is on land.

Here are two Asian elephants at the zoo.

Asian elephants are very big 

but not as big as African elephants.

Their ears are smaller, too.

Elephants have long noses called trunks.

The trunk can be about 7 feet long.

Elephants use their trunks for breathing,

smelling, drinking, eating and digging.

Elephants have two tusks.

They use their tusks for digging, 

moving things and as weapons.

Elephants use one tusk more than the other tusk,

just like people use one hand more than the other hand.
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