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Penguins at the Zoo
Level E / 84 words / informational

High frequency words:
are, but, do, good, have, help, when

Before reading
•	Look at the cover and read the title. 

•	Call attention to informational text features within 
the book (bolded words, glossary).

•	Possible discussion questions: “What do you know 
about penguins? Have you ever seen a penguin? If so, 
where?”

Look through all the pictures
•	Using the language in the story, discuss each 
photograph in the book. Notice details in the pictures 
and use that information to better understand the text.

•	Help the children find any tricky words in the text: 
penguin, waddle, and webbed. Discuss meaning, 
word structure, and sounds you expect to hear 
in those words. Have children clap and count the 
syllables. 

Reading the text	
•	Have the children read the text independently. 
While they’re reading, listen to each student and 
prompt them to use meaning, structure, and visual 
information to monitor and self-correct reading.

•	Children should be able to read without using their 
finger to track words, except at point of difficulty.

After reading 
•	Discuss the meaning, structure, and letter cues that 
you notice students using correctly.

•	Literal comprehension: The answers are in the 
text. Ask, “Why do penguins have long beaks? Why 
are penguins good swimmers? Penguins are birds, 
but can they fly?” Have students read the pages that 
support their answers.

•	 Inferential comprehension: The answers are in 
your head. Ask, “Why do you think a penguin has 
feathers that are black and white? Do you think a 
penguin would be a good runner? Why or why not?”

Word work
•	Have the students locate the high-frequency words 
in the text and practice writing them.

•	Find and discuss the words with the /ee/ phoneme: 
steer, teeth, and feet. Using magnetic letters, make 
other words with same pattern (meet, beep, need).

•	Notice and discuss the plural nouns: birds, wings, 
and penguins. 

Rereading for fluency
•	Have the child(ren) read the story again aloud, 
listening for phrased, fluent oral reading that includes 
appropriate pausing and intonation.

Writing activity
•	Have each student write and complete the 
following sentences: “Penguins have ______ to help 
them ______.” Then have them draw a picture that 
corresponds to what they have written.

Teaching Points: Introducing nonfiction/informational texts; Introducing new words; Finding and clapping two-syllable 
words; Practicing the /ee/ phoneme; Noticing plural nouns; Rereading.

FUN FACT

The Emperor Penguin is the tallest of all penguin 
species, reaching almost four feet in height. 

Little Blue Penguins are the smallest type of penguin, 
averaging around one foot in height.
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Flamingos at the Zoo
Level G / 122 words / informational

High frequency words:
be, eat, from, has, its, or, their, they, under

Before reading
•	Look at the cover and read the title.

•	Possible discussion questions: “Where have you 
seen flamingos? What do you know about flamingos?”

Look through all the pictures
•	Using the language in the story, discuss each 
photograph in the book. Notice details in the pictures 
and use that information to better understand the text.

•	Help the children find any tricky words in the text: 
covered, curved, honk, and stilts. Discuss meaning, 
word structure, and sounds you expect to hear 
in those words. Have children clap and count the 
syllables. 

Reading the text	
•	Have the children read the text independently. 
While they’re reading, listen to and prompt each 
student to use meaning, structure, and visual 
information to figure out words, self-correct, or 
improve expression.

•	Children should be able to track print with their 
eyes, move quickly through the text, and read fluently 
while paying attention to punctuation, except at point 
of difficulty.

After reading 
•	Discuss the meaning, structure, and letter cues that 
you notice students using correctly.

•	Literal comprehension: The answers are in the text. 
Ask, “Why are flamingos pink? Why does a flamingo 
have a curved beak?” Have students read the pages 
that support their answers.

•	 Inferential comprehension: The answers are in 
your head. Ask, “Why do you think flamingos stand 
on one leg? Why do you think flamingos have long 
necks and legs? Why do you think flamingos like to be 
with other flamingos?”

Word work
•	Have the students locate the high-frequency words 
in the text and practice writing them.

•	Find and discuss the plural nouns: wings, stilts, legs, 
flamingos, feathers, and birds. Change the following 
words into plural nouns: beak, body, and noise.

•	Find and discuss the rhyming pairs: not-lot and  
that-at.

•	Find and discuss the words with the /nk/ blend: 
pink, honk, and drinking.

•	Find and discuss the words with the /oo/ phoneme: 
zoo, scooping, and food.     

Rereading for fluency
•	Have the child(ren) read the story again aloud, 
listening for phrased, fluent oral reading that includes 
appropriate pausing, intonation and word stress.

Writing activity
•	At the zoo, there are signs describing each animal 
on display. Have each student design a zoo sign for 
the flamingo exhibit, including facts and pictures.

Teaching Points: Introducing new words; Finding and clapping multisyllabic words; Practicing the /nk/ blend; 
Practicing the /oo/ phoneme; Noticing rhyming words; Practicing plural nouns; Rereading.

FUN FACT

The word flamingo comes from the Spanish word 
flamenco, which came from the earlier Latin word 

flamma, meaning flame or fire.
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Rhinoceroses at the Zoo
Level G / 124 words / informational

High frequency words:
have, its, of, their, they, with

Before reading
•	Look at the cover and read the title.

•	Possible discussion questions: “Where have 
you seen a rhinoceros? What do you know about 
rhinoceroses?”

Look through all the pictures
•	Using the language in the story, discuss each 
photograph in the book. Notice details in the pictures 
and use that information to better understand the text.

•	Help the children find any tricky words in the text: 
eyesight, carrying, and weight. Discuss meaning, word 
structure, and sounds you expect to hear in those 
words. Have children clap and count the syllables. 
Notice that eyesight is a compound word.

Reading the text	
•	Have the children read the text independently. 
While they’re reading, listen to and prompt each 
student to use meaning, structure, and visual 
information to figure out words, self-correct, or 
improve expression.

•	Children should be able to track print with their 
eyes, move quickly through the text, and read fluently 
while paying attention to punctuation, except at point 
of difficulty.

After reading 
•	Discuss the meaning, structure, and letter cues that 
you notice students using correctly.

•	Literal comprehension: The answers are in the text. 
Ask, “Why are rhinos good at picking up things with 
their mouths? Where does a rhino have hair?” Have 
students read the pages that support their answers.

•	 Inferential comprehension: The answers are in 
your head. Ask, “Why is it important for a rhino to 
have good hearing and well-developed sense of 
smell? Why do you think rhinos have horns?”

Word work
•	Have the students locate the high-frequency words 
in the text and practice writing them.

•	Help the students locate the words with the -ing 
suffix: carrying, sleeping, and wrapping. 

•	Find and discuss the plural nouns: ears, legs, rhinos, 
toes, and horns. 

•	Find and discuss the words with the /ea/ vowel 
pattern: each and ears. 

Rereading for fluency
•	Have the child(ren) read the story again aloud, 
listening for phrased, fluent oral reading that includes 
appropriate pausing, intonation and word stress.

Writing activity
•	Have each student write and complete the following 
sentence: “Rhinos have ______ horns on their 
head.” Then have the students draw a picture that 
corresponds to what they have written. 

Teaching Points: Introducing new words; Finding and clapping multisyllabic words; Noticing compound words; 
Practicing the /ea/ sound; Practicing words with the -ing suffix; Practicing plural nouns; Rereading.

FUN FACT

A male rhinoceros is called a bull, a female is 
a cow, and a young rhino is a calf. 

A group of rhinoceroses is called a crash.
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Polar Bears at the Zoo
Level H / 141 words / informational

High frequency words:
from, has, its, small, very, warm, was

Before reading
•	Look at the cover and read the title. Call attention 
to the informational text features within the text: bold 
words, glossary, photographs.

•	Possible discussion questions: “Where have you seen 
a polar bear? What do you know about polar bears? 
What would you like to know about polar bears?”

•	Fill in the first two columns of a KWL chart on polar 
bears. Fill in the K section with what students already 
KNOW about polar bears and fill in the W section with 
WHAT they would like to learn about polar bears.

Look through all the pictures
•	Using the language in the story, discuss each 
photograph in the book. Notice details in the pictures 
and use that information to better understand the text.

•	Help the children find any tricky words in the text: 
absorbs, footpads, underneath, and Velcro. Discuss 
meaning, word structure, and sounds you expect to hear in 
those words. Notice that footpads is a compound word.

Reading the text	
•	Have the children read the text independently. While 
they’re reading, listen to and prompt each student to 
use meaning, structure, and visual information to figure 
out words, self-correct, or improve expression.

•  Introduce and discuss graphic organizers. A 
graphic organizer provides a visual representation 
of information, concepts, or ideas to help children 
understand and organize what they are reading.

After reading 
•	Discuss the meaning, structure, and letter cues that 
you notice students using correctly.

•	 Literal comprehension: The answers are in the text. Ask, 
“What did you find interesting about polar bears? Why?” 
Have students read the pages that support their answers.

•	 Inferential comprehension: The answers are in 
your head. Ask, “How do you think polar bears feel 
about the warm seasons at the zoo? What else would 
you like to know about polar bears?”

Word work
•	Have the students locate the high-frequency words 
in the text and practice writing them.

•	Find and discuss the word paw with the /aw/ vowel 
pattern. Create other words with the same pattern 
(saw, flaw, thaw, gnaw, and raw). 

Rereading for fluency
•	Have the child(ren) read the story again aloud, 
listening for phrased, fluent oral reading that includes 
appropriate pausing, intonation, and word stress.

Writing activity
•	Have each student complete the L section of the 
KWL chart with what they have LEARNED about polar 
bears after reading this book. Have them share what 
they’ve learned with each other.  

Teaching Points: Introducing nonfiction/informational texts; Introducing the KWL graphic organizer; Introducing new 
words; Noticing compound words; Practicing the /aw/ sound; Rereading.

FUN FACT

An adult male polar bear can weigh between 775 
and 1,200 pounds (the same as the total weight of 

five to seven men). That same cub weighed 
only one pound when he was born.


