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Danny’s Window
Level C / 62 words / fiction

High frequency words:
at, can, in, look, my, see, the, was

Before reading
•	Look	at	the	cover	and	read	the	title.

•	Possible	discussion	questions:	“What	do	you	think	
Danny	will	see	from	his	window?	Do	you	like	to	look	
out	the	window?	What	are	some	things	you	see	when	
you	look	out	your	window?”

Look through all the pictures
•	Using	the	language	in	the	story,	discuss	each	
photograph	in	the	book.

•	Help	students	find	the	high-frequency	word	look.	

•	Help	the	children	find	the	words	that	may	be	new	
to	them:	window, bus, school,	and	zoom.	Notice	that	
zoom	is	an	example	of	onomatopoeia.	Onomatopoeia	
is	the	naming	of	a	thing	or	action	by	a	vocal	imitation	
of	the	sound	associated	with	it	(such	as	buzz	or	hiss).

Reading the text 
•	Have	the	children	read	the	text	independently.	
Encourage	them	to	read	it	again	if	they	finish	before	
the	others	in	the	group.

•	While	they’re	reading,	listen	to	each	student	
individually	and	prompt	them	to	use	meaning,	
structure,	and	letter	cues	at	difficulty.	Praise	the	
successful	use	of	reading	cues.

•	Make	sure	the	children	can	match	(with	their	finger)	
or	track	(with	their	eyes)	each	word	of	the	text.

After reading 
•	Discuss	the	meaning,	structure,	and	letter	cues	that	
you	noticed	students	using	correctly	at	difficulty.

•	Literal comprehension: The	answers	are	in	the	text.	
Ask,	“Can	you	find	the	sentences	with	exclamation	
marks?	How	does	it	sound	when	you	read	a	sentence	
with	exclamation	marks?	What	are	some	things	Danny	
saw	outside	his	window?”	Have	the	children	read	the	
pages	that	support	their	answers.

•	 Inferential comprehension: The	answers	are	in	
your	head.	Ask,	“What	else	might	Danny	see	from	his	
window?	What	do	you	think	is	Danny’s	favorite	thing	
to	see	from	his	window?”

Word work
•	Have	the	students	locate	the	high-frequency	words	
in	the	text	and	practice	writing	them.

•	Find	the	word	zoom	on	page	8.	What	does	that	
word	mean?	Why	did	the	author	use	that	word?	

Rereading	for	fluency
•	Have	the	children	read	the	story	again,	either	
independently	or	with	a	partner.

•	Use	this	opportunity	to	listen	to	each	child	and	
again	prompt	for	strategy	use	at	difficulty.

Writing activity
•	Have	students	write	and	complete	the	following	
sentence:	“I see a ________.”	Then	have	them	draw	a	
picture	that	corresponds	to	what	they	have	written.		
Encourage	the	use	of	proper	punctuation	and	
independent	attempts	to	spell	words	correctly.

FUN FACT

A dog’s sense of hearing is very good. 
Dogs often know when their human friends pull in the 

driveway well before they can see the car. 

Teaching Points: Introducing new words; Cross-checking difficult words with pictures and story meaning; Noticing 
onomatopoeia; Rereading; Noticing punctuation (exclamation marks).
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Danny and Bee’s 
Book of Opposites
Level D / 41 words / fiction

High frequency words:
big, down, little, open, out, want

Before reading
•	Look	at	the	cover	and	read	the	title.

•	Possible	discussion	questions:	“What	are	opposites?	
Can	you	think	of	some	examples?	What	do	you	think	
Danny	and	Bee	are	going	to	do	in	this	book?”

Look through all the pictures
•	Using	the	language	in	the	story,	discuss	what	is	
happening	in	each	picture.

•	Ask	the	children	to	find	the	pairs	of	opposite	words	
in	the	text:	big-little, closed-open, down-up, and    
out-in. Opposites	are	also	called antonymns.

Reading the text 
•	Have	the	children	read	the	text	independently.	
Encourage	them	to	read	it	again	if	they	finish	before	
the	others	in	the	group.

•	While	they’re	reading,	listen	to	each	student	
individually	and	prompt	them	to	use	meaning,	
structure,	and	letter	cues	at	difficulty.	Praise	the	
successful	use	of	reading	cues.

•	Make	sure	the	children	can	match	(with	their	finger)	
or	track	(with	their	eyes)	each	word	of	the	text.

After reading 
•	Discuss	the	meaning,	structure,	and	letter	cues	that	
you	notice	students	using	correctly.

•	Literal comprehension: The	answers	are	in	the	text.	
Ask,	“Can	you	list	all	the	times	Bee	and	Danny	do	
opposite	things	in	the	story?”	Have	students	read	the	
pages	that	support	their	answers.

•	 Inferential comprehension: The	answers	are	
in	your	head.	Ask,	“Can	you	think	of	some	other	
opposites	between	Bee	and	Danny?	What	are	some	
examples	of	opposites	between	you	and	Danny?”

Word work
•	Have	students	locate	the	high-frequency	words	in	
the	text	and	practice	writing	them.

•	Help	the	students	list	the	pairs	of	opposites	
previously	located	in	the	text:	big-little, closed-open, 
down-up, and out-in.

•	Point	out	the	exclamation	mark	on	page	16.	Briefly	
explain	exclamation	marks.	

Rereading	for	fluency
•	Have	the	children	read	the	story	again,	either	
independently	or	with	a	partner.

•	Use	this	opportunity	to	listen	to	each	child	and	
again	prompt	for	strategy	use	at	difficulty.

Writing activity
•	Have	each	student	choose	one	of	the	opposite	
pairings	from	the	story.	Have	them	write	a	sentence	
about	that	pairing	and	then	draw	a	picture	that	
corresponds	to	what	they	have	written.	

•	Encourage	the	use	of	punctuation	and	independent	
attempts	to	spell	words	correctly.

Teaching Points: Noticing punctuation (exclamation marks); Introducing antonymns (opposite pairs); Rereading.

FUN FACT

A contronym is a word with a homonym (another word 
with the same spelling, but different meaning) that is 
also an antonym (a word with the opposite meaning). 

Some examples are dust, buckle and cleave.
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Danny Likes to Help
Level D / 60 words / fiction

High frequency words:
at, come, get, help, of, out

Before reading
•	Look	at	the	cover	and	read	the	title.

•	Possible	discussion	questions:	“What	does	it	look	
like	Danny	is	doing	on	the	cover?	How	is	he	helping?”

Look through all the pictures
•	Using	the	language	in	the	story,	discuss	what	is	
happening	in	each	picture.

•	Help	the	children	find	the	high-frequency	words	get 
and	help.

•	Have	the	children	find	the	words clean	and	dishes 
by	predicting	the	beginning	and	ending	sounds.

Reading the text 
•	Have	the	children	read	the	text	independently.	
Encourage	them	to	read	it	again	if	they	finish	before	
the	others	in	the	group.

•	While	they’re	reading,	listen	to	each	student	
individually	and	prompt	them	to	use	meaning,	
structure,	and	letter	cues	at	difficulty.	Praise	the	
successful	use	of	reading	cues.

•	Make	sure	the	children	can	match	(with	their	finger)	
or	track	(with	their	eyes)	each	word	of	the	text.

After reading 
•	Discuss	the	meaning,	structure,	and	letter	cues	that	
you	notice	students	using	correctly.

•	Literal comprehension: The	answers	are	in	the	text.	
Ask,	“How	is	Danny	helping	Dad	in	each	picture?”	
Have	the	students	read	the	pages	that	support	each	
answer.

•	 Inferential comprehension: The	answers	are	in	
your	head.	Ask,	“How	do	you	help	at	home?	If	you	
have	a	pet,	which	chore	do	you	wish	your	pet	would	
help	with?	Why?”

Word work
•	Have	students	locate	the	high-frequency	words	in	
the	text	and	practice	writing	them.

•	Help	the	students	locate	and	clap	the	multisyllabic	
words:	newspaper, dishes,	and	hammock.	

•	On	separate	cards,	write	each	way	Danny	helps	
in	the	story.	Have	the	students	put	the	cards	in	
sequential	order	to	match	the	text.	

Rereading	for	fluency
•	Have	the	children	read	the	story	again,	either	
independently	or	with	a	partner.

•	Use	this	opportunity	to	listen	to	each	child	and	
again	prompt	for	strategy	use	at	difficulty.

Writing activity
•	Have	each	student	each	write	and	complete	the	
following	sentence:	“Danny likes to help Dad with 
the ______.”	Then	have	them	draw	a	picture	that	
corresponds	to	what	they	have	written.	Encourage	the	
use	of	punctuation	and	independent	attempts	to	spell	
words	correctly.

Teaching Points: Introducing new words; Finding and clapping multisyllabic words; Sequencing; Rereading.

FUN FACT

A recent study published in Scientific Reports shows 
evidence that dogs are among a very small number of 

animals that will perform unselfish acts of kindness 
for others without the promise of a reward. 
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Danny’s Castle
Level D / 61 words / fiction

High frequency words:
at, have, into, it, look, out, play, she, with

Before reading
•	Look	at	the	cover	and	read	the	title.

•	Possible	discussion	questions:	“Who	is	in	the	castle?	
What	do	you	think	he	is	doing?	Do	you	ever	play	
pretend	games?	What	do	you	like	to	pretend?”

Look through all the pictures
•	Using	the	language	in	the	story,	discuss	what	is	
happening	in	each	picture.

•	Help	the	children	find	the	high-frequency	words	
look and play.

•	Have	the	children	find	the	words	that	may	be	new	to	
them:	castle, princess, and	window.

Reading the text 
•	Have	the	children	read	the	text	independently.	
Encourage	them	to	read	it	again	if	they	finish	before	
the	others	in	the	group.

•	While	they’re	reading,	listen	to	each	student	
individually	and	prompt	them	to	use	meaning,	
structure,	and	letter	cues	at	difficulty.	Praise	the	
successful	use	of	reading	cues.

•	Make	sure	the	children	can	match	(with	their	finger)	
or	track	(with	their	eyes)	each	word	of	the	text.

After reading 
•	Discuss	the	meaning,	structure,	and	letter	cues	that	
you	notice	students	using	correctly.

•	Literal comprehension: The	answers	are	in	the	
text.	Ask,	“Where	are	Danny	and	Abby	playing?	Who	
is	the	little	king?”	Have	students	read	the	pages	that	
support	their	answers.

•	 Inferential comprehension: The	answers	are	in	
your	head.	Ask,	“What	other	pretend	games	could	
Danny,	Abby,	and	Bee	play	in	the	castle?”

Word work
•	Have	students	locate	the	high-frequency	words	in	
the	text	and	practice	writing	them.

•	Help	the	students	find	and	clap	the	two-syllable	
words:	castle, window, playing, sometimes, and	
princess.

•	Have	the	children	find	the	words:	Bee, me, she,	and	
we.	Point	out	the	long e	sound	in	each	word.

Rereading	for	fluency
•	Have	the	children	read	the	story	again,	either	
independently	or	with	a	partner.

•	Use	this	opportunity	to	listen	to	each	child	and	
again	prompt	for	strategy	use	at	difficulty.

Writing activity
•	Have	each	student	copy	the	following	sentence:	
“Danny and Abby like to play in the castle.”	Then	have	
the	students	draw	a	picture	that	corresponds	to	what	
they	have	written.	

•	Encourage	the	use	of	punctuation	and	independent	
attempts	to	spell	words	correctly.

Teaching Points: Introducing new words; Finding and clapping two-syllable words; Practicing the long e sound.

FUN FACT

Playing dress-up is more than just a lot of fun. 
Role play games help children develop better 

self-esteem, grow empathy, and strengthen both 
communication and problem-solving skills.
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Five Danny Dogs
Level F / 122 words / fiction

High frequency words:
five, four, saw, ten, then, was, were, with

Before reading
•	Look	at	the	cover	and	read	the	title.

•	Possible	discussion	questions:	“How	many	dogs	are	
on	the	front	cover?	What	are	they	doing	on	the	quilt?”

Look through all the pictures
•	Using	the	language	in	the	story,	discuss	each	
photograph	in	the	book.	Notice	details	in	the	pictures	
and	use	that	information	to	better	understand	the	text.

•	Help	the	children	find	any	tricky	words	in	the	text:	
buzzing	and	quiet.	Discuss	meaning,	word	structure,	
and	sounds	you	expect	to	hear	in	those	words.	Have	
children	clap	and	count	the	syllables.	

Reading the text 
•	Have	the	children	read	the	text	independently.	
While	they’re	reading,	listen	to	and	prompt	each	
student	to	use	meaning,	structure,	and	visual	
information	to	decode	words,	self-correct,	or	improve	
expression.

•	Children	should	be	able	to	track	print	with	their	
eyes,	move	quickly	through	the	text,	and	read	fluently	
while	paying	attention	to	punctuation,	except	at	point	
of	difficulty.

After reading 
•	Discuss	the	meaning,	structure,	and	letter	cues	that	
you	notice	students	using	correctly.

•	Literal comprehension: The	answers	are	in	the	
text.	Ask,	“What	did	each	dog	chase	when	he	left	the	
quilt?	How	many	dogs	were	left	on	the	quilt?”	Have	
students	read	the	pages	that	support	their	answers.

•	 Inferential comprehension: The	answers	are	in	
your	head.	Ask,	“How	do	you	think	Danny	felt	when	
he	was	the	last	dog	on	the	quilt?	How	would	you	feel	
if	you	were	being	chased	by	one	of	the	dogs?”

Word work
•	Have	the	students	locate	the	high-frequency	words	
in	the	text	and	practice	writing	them.

•	Help	the	students	locate	the	words	with	the	-ing	
suffix:	riding, sitting,	and	buzzing.	

•	Find	and	discuss	the	rhyming	pairs:	then-ten,       
he-bee-three,	and	one-fun.

•	On	separate	cards,	write	what	each	dog	chases	
when	he	leaves	the	quilt:	rabbit, bird, boy on 
bike,	and	bee.	Have	the	students	put	the	cards	in	
sequential	order	to	match	the	text.		

Rereading	for	fluency
•	Have	the	child(ren)	read	the	story	again	aloud,	
listening	for	phrased,	fluent	oral	reading	that	includes	
appropriate	pausing,	intonation,	and	word	stress.

Writing activity
•	Have	each	student	write	and	complete	the	following	
sentences:	“One dog saw a _______. Off he went to 
chase the _______.”	Then	have	the	students	draw	a	
picture	that	corresponds	to	what	they	have	written.	

Teaching Points: Introducing new words; Finding and clapping multisyllabic words; Practicing words with the -ing 
suffix; Practicing rhyming words; Sequencing; Rereading.

FUN FACT

According to canine researcher Stanley Coren, 
some dogs can count to five, perform simple math 

calculations, understand up to 250 words and gestures, 
and trick people or other dogs in order to get treats.
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Spy Danny
Level I / 230 words / fiction

High frequency words:
always, around, ate, first, know, long, pretty

Before reading
•	Look	at	the	cover	and	read	the	title.

•	Possible	discussion	questions:	“What	do	you	
think	is	going	to	happen	in	the	story?	Have	you	ever	
pretended	to	be	a	spy?”

Look through all the pictures
•	Using	the	language	in	the	story,	discuss	each	
photograph	in	the	book.	Notice	details	in	the	pictures	
and	use	that	information	to	better	understand	the	text.

•	Help	the	children	find	any	tricky	words	in	the	text:	
eyebrows, clippers, footprint, magnifying, mustache, 
and	outside. Discuss	meaning,	word	structure,	and	
sounds	you	expect	to	hear	in	those	words. Notice	that	
eyebrows, footprints, and outside	are	compound	words.

Reading the text 
•	Have	the	children	read	the	text	independently.	While	
they’re	reading,	listen	to	and	prompt	each	student	to	
use	meaning,	structure,	and	visual	information	to	figure	
out	words,	self-correct,	or	improve	expression.

•	 Identify	and	discuss	the	basic	story	elements	in	the	
text:	characters,	setting,	problem,	and	solution.

After reading 
•	 Introduce	and	discuss	plot	summary.	Help	the	
readers	decipher	the	critical	episodes	in	the	text	and	
the	character’s	main	goal	or	obstacle.

•	Literal comprehension: The	answers	are	in	the	text.	
Ask,	“Where	does	this	story	take	place?	What	do	you	
know	about	the	characters	in	the	story?	What	was	the	
problem?	How	did	the	characters	solve	the	problem?”	
Have	students	read	the	pages	that	support	their	answers.

•	 Inferential comprehension: The	answers	are	in	
your	head.	Ask,	“What	would	you	have	done	if	you	
were	one	of	the	characters	in	this	story?	Why?”

Word work
•	Have	the	students	locate	the	high-frequency	words	
in	the	text	and	practice	writing	them.

•	Find	and	discuss	the	homophones	know and	no	in	
the	story.	Homophones	are	words	that	sound	alike,	
but	have	different	spellings	and	meanings.	

•	Find	and	discuss	the	plural	nouns:	bushes, glasses, 
clippers, spies, and shoes.	

Rereading	for	fluency
•	Have	the	child(ren)	read	the	story	again	aloud,	
listening	for	phrased,	fluent	oral	reading	that	includes	
appropriate	pausing,	intonation,	and	word	stress.

Writing activity
•	 Introduce	the	story	map	graphic	organizer.	A	story	
map	is	a	strategy	that	uses	a	graphic	organizer	to	help	
students	learn	the	elements	of	a	book	or	story.	Fill	in	
the	setting,	characters,	events,	and	problem	sections	
of	a	story	map	graphic	organizer	together.

•	Have	each	student	complete	the	solution	section	of	the	
story	map	on	thier	own.	Then	have	the	students	work	in	
pairs	to	retell	the	events	from	problem	to	solution.	

Teaching Points: Introducing new words; Noticing compound words; Identifying and understanding basic story 
elements in a text; Noticing homophones; Practicing plural nouns; Rereading; Introducing the story map graphic 
organizer.

FUN FACT

There have been animal spies throughout history. 
Homing pigeons dispatched messages between groups, 

while ravens and cats retrieved documents 
and served as living listening devices.


