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All My Friends
Level K / 1035 words / fiction

High frequency words:
again, always, around, just, many, never, pick, please

Before reading
•	Look	at	the	cover	and	read	the	title.

•	Possible	discussion	questions:	“How	would	you	
describe	a	friend?	Who	are	some	of	Danny’s	friends?”

Look through all the pictures
•	Using	the	language	in	the	text,	discuss	each	
photograph	in	the	book.	Notice	details	in	the	pictures	
and	use	that	information	to	better	understand	the	text.

•	Help	the	children	find	any	tricky	words	in	the	text:	
dramatic, exhausting, imagination, responsibility, serious, 
sprinkler, and	therapy.	Discuss	meaning,	word	structure,	
and	sounds	you	expect	to	hear	in	those	words.	

Reading the text 
•	Have	the	children	read	the	text	independently.	While	
they’re	reading,	listen	to	and	prompt	each	student	to	
use	meaning,	structure,	and	visual	information	to	figure	
out	words,	self-correct,	or	improve	expression.

After reading 
•	Discuss	the	meaning,	structure,	and	letter	cues	that	
you	notice	students	using	correctly.

•	Literal comprehension: The	answers	are	in	the	text.	
Ask,	“Who	were	some	of	Danny’s	friends	that	you	
met	in	this	story?	Did	you	learn	anything	new	about	
Danny’s	friends?	Did	you	learn	anything	new	about	
Danny?”	Have	students	read	the	pages	that	support	
their	answers.

•	 Inferential comprehension: The	answers	are	in	your	
head.	Ask,	“Why	do	you	think	it	is	important	to	have	
different	kinds	of	friends?	Which	type	of	friend	are	you?”

Word work
•	Have	the	students	locate	the	high-frequency	words	
in	the	text	and	practice	writing	them.

•	Find	and	discuss	the	words	with	the	-ing suffix:	
running, dribbling, training, chasing, swimming, 
thinking, getting, playing, and exhausting.	

•	Point	out	and	discuss	the	contractions:	can’t,	
doesn’t, don’t, he’s, isn’t,	and	it’s.		

Rereading for fluency
•	Have	the	child(ren)	read	the	story	again	aloud,	
listening	for	phrased,	fluent	oral	reading	that	includes	
appropriate	pausing,	intonation,	and	word	stress.

Writing activity
•	Give	a	picture	of	one	of	Danny’s	friends	from	the	
story	to	each	student.	Add	a	speech	bubble	to	each	
picture	and	have	the	student	write	dialogue	for	the	
friend	in	the	photo.	Discuss	the	order	each	friend	
was	introduced	in	the	text,	and	help	the	students	put	
the	pictures	in	the	correct	order.	Then	reintroduce	
Danny’s	friends	by	having	each	student	read	his/
her	speech	bubble	in	the	order	each	friend	was	
introduced	in	the	text.

Teaching Points: Introducing new words; Practicing the -ing suffix; Noticing contractions; Rereading; Sequencing; 
Retelling.

FUN FACT

According to Buddha, we each need four types of 
friends in our life. The helper friend gives aid when 

needed and asks for nothing in return. The enduring 
friend stands by you through every event in your life. 

The mentor friend teaches, restrains, and guides. 
The compassionate friend encourages, celebrates, 

protects, and supports.


