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Here comes the biggest bear at the zoo.

It is the polar bear.

Polar bears have two small ears,

two small eyes and a big black nose.

Polar bears can smell things that are very far away.

The polar bear has black skin underneath its fur.

The black skin absorbs the sun’s heat

and helps the polar bear stay warm. 

Look at the polar bear’s paw.

It is huge!

The big paws of the polar bear have footpads like Velcro.

This keeps the polar bear from slipping on the ice.

Look at the polar bear swimming.

Its front paws have webbed toes that help it swim.
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Polar Bears at the Zoo
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The lions are waking up at the zoo.

A group of lions is called a pride.

There can be 3 to 40 lions in a pride.

The lion is part of the cat family.

It is the only cat that has a mane.

The male lion has a mane.

The female lion does not have a mane.

A female lion is called a lioness.

Here is a mother lioness with her baby.

A baby lion is called a cub.

A lion cub will follow its mother wherever she goes.

A lioness will wag, or raise her tail, 

as a signal for her cub to follow.
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Lions at the Zoo
Level I / 103 words / nonfiction
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Look at the big rock in the water.

Oh, my!

It’s not a rock, it’s a tortoise!

It’s a giant tortoise at the zoo.

A tortoise is a turtle, but a turtle is not always a tortoise.

The tortoise has a hard shell.

The shell protects the tortoise from harm.

The tortoise has short thick legs that hold up its heavy body.

Its elephant-like feet help the tortoise walk in the sand.

The tortoise does not have teeth,

but its jaw has sharp edges that help mash its food.

A giant tortoise is one of the longest living animals on earth.
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Tortoises at the Zoo
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It was a hot summer day.

Danny was looking for butterflies in the garden.

Danny found a butterfly sitting on a milkweed leaf.

The butterfly flew away.

Danny looked and looked for the butterfly.

He did not find the butterfly.

But he did find a small white bump on the milkweed leaf.

It was a butterfly egg.

Danny went to look at the egg every day.

After a few days, the egg hatched.

Out came a little caterpillar.

The little caterpillar was hungry.

The little caterpillar ate and ate the milkweed leaves.

Soon the little caterpillar became a big caterpillar.
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Danny and the Monarch Butterfly
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Bang! Bang! Bang!

Something is different this morning.

Dad is making a lot of noise.

I see some luggage. It’s Dad’s luggage.

Dad is going away. Dad is going on a trip.

“Take me, too! Take me, too! 

Take me to the beach,” I bark.

“I am not going to the beach, Danny.

I do not want to go ride the waves,” says Dad.

“I want to ride horses! I’m going out West!”

“Take me, too! Please, take me, too,” I bark again.

Dad sits down beside me.

He pats my head and smiles.

I wag my tail.

I lick his face again and again.
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Danny’s Big Adventure
Level J / 105 words / fiction
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It was fall. 

The leaves on the trees were beginning to change color.

Danny loved fall. 

He loved to sniff the ground.

Sometimes he would find an apple.

Then he would eat it.

He loved to see all the pumpkins in the pumpkin patch.

Sometimes he would pick one.

Then he would eat it.

He loved to run in the cornfield.

He would pick an ear of corn.

He would eat that, too!

But most of all, Danny loved to play outside with his toy, Bee.

Sometimes they would play all day in the woods.

It was a sunny fall day.
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Here is an African elephant at the zoo.

The African elephant has big, floppy ears.

The African elephant is the biggest animal that is on land.

Here are two Asian elephants at the zoo.

Asian elephants are very big 

but not as big as African elephants.

Their ears are smaller, too.

Elephants have long noses called trunks.

The trunk can be about 7 feet long.

Elephants use their trunks for breathing,

smelling, drinking, eating and digging.

Elephants have two tusks.

They use their tusks for digging, 

moving things and as weapons.

Elephants use one tusk more than the other tusk,

just like people use one hand more than the other hand.
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Elephants at the Zoo
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Here is a rhinoceros at the zoo.

It is a black rhinoceros.

A rhinoceros can also be called a rhino.

Black rhinos have two horns with the larger horn in front.

They have a hooked upper lip that they use like a finger.

This black rhino is carrying a stick in its mouth.

It is able to pick it up 

by wrapping its upper lip around the stick.

Rhinos have very bad eyesight,

but they can hear and smell very well.

Rhinos have three big toes on each foot.

Their legs are short and strong,

but the middle toe holds up most of the rhino’s weight.
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Rhinoceroses at the Zoo
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Danny and Dad loved to camp out.

Sometimes they would camp out at home on the porch.

Sometimes they would camp out far, far away.

Danny and Dad were on their way home from 

one of their far, far away camp outs. 

“Look,” said Dad. “Look at the sign.

There must be a campground close by.

Let’s spend one more night sleeping under the stars.”

It sounded like a great idea.

They drove down the road towards Beartown Lakes.

Danny and Dad found the perfect spot to camp out.

It was not too far from where they parked the car

and close enough to the woods for hiking.
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Camping Out
Level J / 108 words / fiction
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Winter is an amazing time of year to 

get outside and explore nature.

Take a walk in the woods to see what you can find.

Winter is a good time of year to observe birds in the woods.

Not all birds fly to warm weather in the winter.

A red cardinal is easy to spot sitting on a branch 

that is covered with snow.

The deep snow makes it hard to walk,

but it also acts as an insulating blanket 

and hiding place for smaller animals.

Look at the hole in the snow.

A little mouse or chipmunk 

may be underneath the snow, safe and warm.
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Winter in the Woods
Level J / 106 words / nonfiction



Name ____________________________________________ Date __________

© 2019 MaryRuth Books, Inc. May be reproduced for noncommercial and educational use only. 

Page Text E SC

2

4

6

8

10

12

“Honk, honk, honk!”

The flamingos are making a lot of noise at the zoo.

Flamingos are birds that are covered with pink, 

orange or red feathers.

They get their color from the foods they eat.

Flamingos have long, S-shaped necks 

and long legs like stilts.

The legs of a flamingo are longer than the flamingo’s body.

A flamingo can stand on one leg for a long time.

The other leg is tucked up and under its wing.

The flamingo has a curved beak that makes drinking water

and scooping up food easy for the flamingo.

Flamingos have two wings and can fly.
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Danny loved his yard.

He loved the white fence that kept him safe.

He loved the tree that gave him shade when it was hot.

Danny just loved his yard.

One morning Danny woke up and looked out his window.

The sun was shining.

It was a beautiful sunny morning.

“I will go out and play in my yard,” Danny thought.

He could hardly wait.

He hurried with his breakfast then hurried outside.

Danny saw his ball and said to himself, 

“I will play ball today.”

Danny played ball for a long time.

He ran fast all around the yard.
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Every afternoon, Dad would have a cup of coffee.

Every afternoon, Danny and Norman would have a biscuit.

And every afternoon,

Dad would look out the window and predict the weather.

“Looks like it’s going to storm.”

One afternoon there was a knock on the front door.

“Now who could that be?” Dad wondered.

Dad went to the door, 

Danny went to the door,

Norman went to the door, 

to see who knocked.

Dad opened the door.

No one was there. 

But there was a picture of a white and brown dog.

“Oh my! A dog is lost!

It looks like the dog that lives behind us,” Dad said.
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All trees are special.

This is a very special tree.

This is Danny’s tree.

It is a sunny day.

Danny is resting under his big red maple tree.

He is not hot because his tree gives him shade.

Danny is thinking about all the things we get from trees.

He thinks about the paper he uses to draw pictures.

The paper is made from trees.

He thinks about the maple syrup that is 

on top of his Saturday morning pancakes.

The maple syrup is made from sap

that comes from the sugar maple tree. 

Danny looks up.

He sees a mama bird feeding her baby birds.
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Danny and Bee were playing checkers in the yard.

“It’s your move,” Danny said.

“Why do you take so long to make a move?”

he asked Bee impatiently.

“Do you need some help?

I will help you with your next move.”

Danny moved a black checker for Bee.

“Now it’s my turn,” Danny said.

He started to make his move when he heard a sound.

“Meow, meow. Meow, meow.”

“Did you hear that, Bee? It’s a cat meowing.

I think the cat is in trouble.”

Danny looked around the yard and spotted a cat up in a tree.

“Look, Bee!”
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Danny couldn’t sleep.

He got up and sat by his window.

He stared outside.

It was early morning.

The sun was just starting to rise in the east.

He watched a couple of early morning walkers pass his house.

He watched two squirrels chase each other up a tree.

In a few hours, Danny would 

be watching a moving van pull into the driveway.

In a few hours, Danny would 

have to say goodbye to everything that gave him comfort.

Danny was moving out of the red house 

in the middle of the block.

Danny had lived in the red house for all of his life.
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One warm spring day, 

Danny and Dad went to visit Grandma Ruth.

They were going to stay for one week!

Grandma Ruth lived in a white house out in the country,

far away from Danny and Dad’s house.

She was Dad’s mom, but he called her Grandma Ruth, too.

Danny loved the white house.

He loved the kitchen.

It was big with a black and white checked floor.

And it always smelled like fresh baked cookies and cakes.

But what Danny loved most about the white house

was that Grandma Ruth lived there.

Grandma Ruth wore funny shoes.

They were pink with little bees.
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A Week at Grandma Ruth’s
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